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RANBY HOUSE SCHOOL

           NEWSLETTER

 Summer Term 4                                                                   18th June 2010

Welcome

Since the last newsletter, all of our Year 8 pupils have taken their Common Entrance transfer exams and found out that they have successfully gained entry to their chosen senior schools. Congratulations to them all for their hard work and achievement. Some of the marks this year were very high.

Whilst the rest of the Prep School has been enjoying assessments and exams, Year 8 have been on an overnight multi-activity exercise at Walesby Scout Camp and enjoyed a day’s walking in the High Peak District.  Form 8S also explored Hadrian’s Wall on their residential Classics Trip to Northumberland. Over the next few weeks Year 8 pupils have plenty more trips out and special events in school as part of their Leavers’ Programme.

As you will see in this newsletter and in the calendar, there is a huge amount planned for the final three weeks of term for pupils in all year-groups. We look forward to our pupils making the most of the opportunities on offer.
Parents’ Meetings 
A series of meetings and briefings is being organised during the final three weeks of term to provide information for parents of pupils who are transferring to new year-groups. Invitation letters will be sent out to those involved. A summary of the meetings is detailed in the following table.

	Thurs 24th June
	6.30pm Year 4 to Year 5 Parent and Staff Social Meeting (in the Theatre)

	Thurs 1st July
	3.00pm Pre-Prep Liaison Meeting for
Nursery to Reception (in Old Library)

	Fri 2nd July
	4.00pm Year 3 to Year 4 Parents’ Briefing (starting in the Old Library)

	Wed 7th July
	3.00pm Pre-Prep Liaison Meetings for

Reception to Year 1 and Year 1 to Year 2


A meeting has already taken place for parents of pupils transferring from Year 2 to Year 3. A meeting will be held in September for parents of pupils moving into Year 7.

Lincolnshire Show – 23rd & 24th June
As usual, Ranby House School will have a joint stand with Worksop College at the Lincolnshire Show on Wednesday 23rd and Thursday 24th June.  If you are attending the show, please do come and visit us; we will be delighted to greet you and provide you with some refreshment.  Our stand number is 539 5D.

Summer Fair – Saturday 26th June
This year’s Summer Fair takes place on Saturday 26th June from 11.00am until 1.00pm.  This will be a usual school day for Prep School pupils with registration at 8.30am as normal, although pupils are not required to wear school uniform.  Thank you to those who have already made donations of prizes for the ‘Grand Draw’ and for the RPG bottle tombola.
Summer Concert – Tuesday 29th June

Tickets for the Summer Concert, which is being held on Tuesday 29th June at 6.30pm, are still available from the Reception Office.
Swimming Gala 2010 - Wednesday 30th June
This event is planned as a celebration of the pupils’ efforts throughout the year and, whilst it will inevitably take the form of races, the emphasis is on taking part and enjoying swimming.  Pupils will only race against children with similar levels of confidence and ability. 
The gala will take place at Retford Leisure Centre. Parents are most welcome to attend and there is ample seating available at the poolside.  However, for convenience, and to ease possible congestion, we plan to run the event by year groups.  The timings are as follows: 
· 9.30am – 9.50am
Year 1 

· 9.55am – 10.20am
Year 2 

· 10.25am – 10.50am
Year 3 

· 10.55am – 11.20am
Year 4 

Children should come to school prepared for swimming as usual.  We will then transport them to Retford Leisure Centre in time to participate; pupils will be brought back to school after their section of the gala is over. 
French Presentations
As usual pupils in the middle years of the school will be performing French Presentations to demonstrate their skills in speaking and communicating in French. These will take place in the Theatre on the following dates. All are welcome to attend.

	Wed 30th June
	2.30pm Years 1 and 2 Presentation

	Thurs 1st July
	4.45pm Year 4 Presentation

	Fri 2nd July
	4.45pm Year 3 Presentation


Year 8 Play ‘Bugsy Malone’
Tickets are still available for the Year 8 production of ‘Bugsy Malone’ which will be performed at 7.00pm on the evenings of Tuesday 6th, Wednesday 7th and Thursday 8th July – during the last week of this term. Tickets, priced at £4 for adults and £2 for children, and which include refreshments, are available from the Reception Office. 

Early Finish on Friday 9th July
Please note that on Friday 9th July the school day will finish at 3.30pm for all Prep School pupils; Pre-Prep pupils may be collected for their end of term at 2.45pm. There will not be a Pre-Prep Crèche on this day. If necessary, Prep School pupils will be supervised until 5.00pm.  The Year 8 Dinner and Disco evening will start at the earlier time of 6.30pm for 7.00pm as previously stated.
Speech Day on Saturday 10th July
As usual parents of pupils in Years 5 and above have been invited to attend the Speeches and Prize Giving, which will be held in the Chapel and Old Gym, starting at 11.00am. I would be grateful if day children in Years 5 and above would arrive at 10.40am and assemble in the quad.  Pupils who are prize winners in Years 3 and 4 will also be invited to attend with their parents.
Children should wear full school uniform, boys wearing white shirts.  Leavers who are moving on to senior schools have the opportunity to wear their leavers’ ties or scarves, which will be presented to them at Final Assembly on the previous day. 
Speech Day is part of the school term, so I am expecting all pupils in Years 5 and above to attend school on that day. I look forward to seeing parents, particularly for refreshments on the front lawn after the speeches, to say our goodbyes for the summer holidays.
Prep School Speech Day Prizes

Those pupils who have been awarded prizes this year will find notification of the fact in a letter enclosed in their exeat envelopes. 

A revised system for the selection of prize winners has been introduced this year. Instead of only two prize winners from each form (one for Form and the other for Progress), the new system allows more pupils in each year group to win a Year Prize.  This system requires the teacher of each class/set to nominate pupils for a number of categories. Those pupils whose nomination totals pass a required threshold will be considered as Year Group prize winners.  A more specific set of criteria has also been established for the selection of the Year 8 subject prize winners.
The prizes have been awarded before the results of any end of year internal or external examination results were known so that they reflect the performance of the pupils throughout the year, rather than simply on a single test or examination.
Chapel

Father Darren writes: 

As the school year draws to a close I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who have made my first year as Chaplain such a pleasant and rewarding experience. Moving into chaplaincy from being a parish priest has certainly been something of a steep learning curve, a learning curve that has been made so much easier through your support and prayers!

Chapel life has certainly been very full this year both in terms of our liturgical life here at Ranby House and the way in which we support charitable causes throughout the year. I think I can safely say that we approach both elements of chapel life with great gusto!

My thanks as ever to all those who have contributed to chapel life. We have had some splendid worship led by the various form groups and my thanks to them and their tutors for all the effort they have put in. It has also been good to hear contributions from various members of staff as well as clergy and church members from the wider church in the surrounding parishes. A Woodard education is surely about a broad experience underpinned by a sure faith and the centrality of the Eucharist in our worship. I think Ranby House has done very well this year in holding fast to those Woodard values and long may it remain so!

With every blessing.
Pre-Prep

Mrs Connor, Principal of the Pre-Prep, writes:

Tuesday 22nd is a non-uniform day for Pre-Prep children. If children wish to come in non-uniform, they should please bring a tombola prize for our stall at the Summer Fair. Thank you.
Music

This week we have enjoyed a highly entertaining and impressive concert showcasing the musical talents of our Year 8 pupils.  The high standard of musicianship for pupils so young was evident and demonstrated the achievements of many hours of tuition and practice over the time the pupils have been learning instrumental music at Ranby House.  This concert brought to a close a series of year group performances over the course of this term.  Mrs White, Director of Music, is always keen to receive requests for younger pupils to have trial lessons if they are considering taking up an instrument or voice coaching.  She can be contacted by ‘phone (01777 714399) or via e-mail (r.white@ranbyhouseschool.co.uk).
Prep School Mouth Guards

Details regarding the automatic provision of mouth guards for all children who will be in the Prep School in September were provided in the previous newsletter. Parents are reminded that if they do not require a mouth guard to be fitted by O-PRO in school, they should notify Miss Fox (Matron) in writing by Friday 25th June. 
School Shop

Mrs. Petherbridge writes:

We are delighted to receive your quality second hand uniform and would like to make a request for Pre-Prep uniform, especially pinafores and blouses.  Please make sure items are clean, in good condition and clearly labelled if you would like to receive payment in exchange. Should your donation be entirely for school funds, then please just remove all labels.

Normal opening hours during term time:

Tuesday 8.30 – 9.00am          

Wednesday 2.45 - 3.30pm        

Saturday 12.30 -1.00pm
Other opening times: The shop will be open for returning boarders or any other parents who require uniform and accessories for the new term on Friday 3rd September 1.30 - 3.30pm.
Sports Results

	Cricket
	

	1st XI v King’s School, Grantham
	Lost by 58 runs
RHS 63, KS 106

	2nd XI v King’s School, Grantham U12 A
	Lost by 72 runs
RHS 63, KS 153-8

	U11A v Hill House
	Won by 74 runs
RHS 129-1, HH 55 AO

	
	

	Rounders
	

	U11A v Witham Hall
	Won 15 - 9½

	U11A v Westbourne
	Won 7½ - 5½

	U11B v Westbourne
	Won 14½ - 12

	U9A v Hill  House 
	Won 12½ - 8½

	U9A v Witham Hall U9A
	Lost 9½ - 6

	U9A v Witham Hall U9B
	Won 5½ - 4½

½

	U9B v Hill House
	Won 12½ - 4½


Many congratulations to the following pupils who have been presented with rounders or cricket balls respectively for their achievements this term in school matches: Timothy Ho (50 runs, not out); Samuel Routledge (50 runs, not out); Gabriella Dunn (6½ rounders); and Lauren Naylor (5½ rounders).
Sports Tour Payment
Mrs. Cole writes: 

The deadline for paying the balance for the Sports Tour to Holland in October 2010 is 5th July.  If parents are unsure as to what they have left to pay please contact me at school or email me on nicola.cole@ranbyhouseschool.co.uk. Many thanks.

And Finally…

I hope that you enjoy your exeat weekend, especially those of you who are attending the Summer Ball at school. The next Newsletter (Summer Term 5) will be e-mailed home and available on the school website on Friday 9th July.
David Sibson

Headmaster
Ranby House School, Retford, Nottinghamshire. DN22 8HX
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